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\ ELISSA was the daughter of a weak indul- 
peu mother, who was left a young widow with 
imo children; fhe bad a handfome perfon, a to- 
@ay\¢ fortune and good natural parts; uncon- 
mled in her education, fhe was permitted to 
téaize herfcif in Audies of a romantic turn, and 
lore fhe compleated her fizteenth year was to 
found in all the circles of prating fentiment- 
jfah:, who fill the filly heads of young womens 
with femal- friendthip and platonic lieve. 

The ordinary pieafures and accomplifhments 
ther own fex were below the notice of Melifia; 
fom the tumult of a noify country-dance the 
tvoited with horror, at from the orgies of Bac~ 
tous ; 2 foul of her feraphic caft could not de- 
kend to the vulgar employment of the needle, 
md the ornaments of drefs claimed no fhare ia 
te attention of @ being fo engaged in fhludics of 
sfabiimer fort ; She loved mafic, but they were 
paintive Lydian airs with dying cadences, ware 
ted by fome female friend at the fide of a rivue 
ket, or under the thade of an arbour; and if the 
fSmner zephyrs mermared to the raciody, it was 
bo much tee Deiter for Melilla ; thea fic would 
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fit rapt in penfive pleafure with the hand of her & fe 


friend fat clofed in her’s, and call it the foul’s 
harmony: To thefe nymph-like retirements that 
filthy fatyr man was never admitted ; he was not 
thought or fpoken of but with terror and averfion: 
When the ftrain was finifhed, fhe would break 
out into fome poetic rhapfody upon friendfiip, cone 
templation, night, or fome fuch fubject, which her 
memory fupplied her with *very readily on fuch 
occafions, 

In the mean time the impertinence of fuitors 
occafionally interrupted the more refined enjoy- 
ments of Melifia’s foul : One of thefe was a gene 
tleman of good birth, confiderable fortune, and 
an unexceptionable character; brut the flond 
health of the robuft creature was ao infuperable 
objection, and having cafually Jet fall a hint that 
he was fond of hunting, fhe difmift him to his 
vulgar {ports with a becoming difdain: Her fe- 
cond fuitor was a handfome young officer, the 
cadet of a noble houfe ; this attack was carried 
on very brifkly, and Melifla was only faved from 
the horrors of matrimony by luckily difcovering 
that her lover was fo devoid of tafte and undere 
fianding, as to profefs a preference for that rake 
‘Tom Jones before the moral Sir Charles Grane 
difen 3 fuch a fin againft fentiment would have 
been enough to have wndone him for ever with 
Melitia, if no other objection had arifen; but 
this being followed up with many like inflances 
of bad tafie in the belles-lettres, he was peremp- 
torily difcarded: A third offer came from a man 
ut bigh rank and fortune, and was prefled upon 
her by her mother with much earneft folicitation; 
for in fact it was a very advantageous propofal ; 
ihe lover was polite, good-natured, generous and 
ofan amiable character, but in the unguarded 
Warmth of his heart he Jet fall the diftant cxpref- 
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MELISSAe 5 


fon of a hope, that he might have an heir to his 
ehate and titles; the fenfuality of which idea was 
fuch a grofs affront to the delicate Melifla, that 
he, like the others, was fent off with a refufal. 

The report of thefe rebuffs fet Melifla free 
from any future folicitations, and it appeared as 
if fhe was deftined to enjoy a fabbath of virginity 
for the reft of her days : So many years elapfed, 
that fhe now began to tread the down-hill path 
of life, grew flatternly and took fouff : Srilithe 
gentle paffion of friend/hip did not abate, her at— 
tachment for Parthenifla grew clofer than ever, 
and if by evil accident thefe tender companions 
were feparated for a day, eight fides of letter-pa- 
per could not contain the effufiions of their af- 
feftion, 

I fhould have told the reader that Meliffa 
had a fifter fome years yeunger than herfelf, 
brought up from her childhoo’! by a maiden aunt, 
who was what the polite world calls in contempt 
agood fort of woman, fo that poor Maria was 
educated accordingly, and juftly heldin fovereign 
contempt for her vulgar endowments by Meliflas 
there were other trifiing reafons which helped to 
put he out of favour with her moreace mplifh—- 
ed fitter; for, as Miape alread, hinted, fhe was 
feveral years younger, and in fore opinions ra- 
ther handfomer; they feldom met however and 
never corref{ponded, for Maria had no ftile and 
little @ptiment; fhe dreiied her own caps, mend- 
¢d her own linen, and took charge of her auni’s 
hou fehold: It was therefore with fome degree of 
furprize, that Me!ida received the news of Ma- 
tia’s being on the point of marrying a nobleman, 
and that furprize was probably enhancéd upon 
hearing, that this noble perfon was the very man, 
whe fome ycars ago had vainly afpired to folicit 
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the inuspregnable Melifla herfelf: If. the turned 

pale upon the receipt of this intelligence, eat no 

dinner that day and took no fleep that night, can- 

dour will impute it to the excefs of Melifla’s fene 

{ibility and the kind intereft fhe took.in the hap- 

py profpect of her fifter’s marriage ; but a cenfo-. 
rions world gives ftrange interpretations, and 

fome people were ready enough to fay ill-natured 

things on the occafion ; the behaviour of that 

amiable lady fuon confuted fuch infinuations, for 

fhe immediately fet out for her annt’s where Ma-. 
ria was receiving his lordfhip’s vifits every day, 

and where Melifla’s prefence muift have greatlyr 
added to the felicity of both parties. 

Her preparations for this vifit were fuch as 
fhe had never made before, for though in general 
fhe-was rather negligent of her dreis, fhe put her 
art to thewrmoft ftretch on this occafion, and 
left ho effort untried that might do credit to her 
filter by fetting. off her own appearance in his 
lordthip’s €yés wpon the meeting: Whilft the« 
gave her pergott Full difplay fhe did not {pare her. 
wit, and to tmake up for the taciturnity of Maria. | 
kept my lerdin full difgourfe al) the time he » 
fiaid ; fhe likewife from her love of information 
ft Maria right in many particulars, which that 
y oung lady through want of education was igno- 
rantof, and plainiy fhewed the lover, that there 
was fome underftanding in the family on her part 
at leaft, whatever the deficiency might beg@here 
he had fixt his choice. 

Whether it was owing to thefe fifterly endea- - 
yours of Meliffa, or to what other caufe does not 
appear, but it fhould feem as if my lord’s atten= 


’ tion to- Maria grew ftronger in proportion as Me=- 


lila frove to. attract it towards herfelf; and ufpn 
her hinting with fome degree of raillery at what 


had formerly pafled between them, his lordhhip 
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MELYSSA. 
jedked her fteadily in the face for fome monients, 
then turned his eyes upon her fifter, and fileatly 
walked out of the room. 

As it is not to be fufpected, that Melifla, with 
sfoul fuperior to all vulgar paffions, could be en- 
vions of fo mean a rival as Maria, it is not cafy to 
steoant for the fudden change of her behaviour 
the noble fuitor on his next vifit to her fifter: 
Inftead of thofe ftudied attentions fhe had paid 
him at their firft meeting, fhe now induftrioufly 
wok no notice of him, and fate rapt in her own 
happy meditations ; til! upon his prefenting toher 
fiter a magnificent fuit of jewels, the luftre of 
thofe fparkling gems fo dazzled her fight, that 
thétear ftarted in her eyes, the colour fled from 
hercheeks, and fhe hurried out of the room ia 
tvident perturbation of fpirit. 

Upon entering her bed~chamber fhe difcovered 
om her toilette a pacquet from her beloved Par- “ 
thenifla ; nothing was ever fo feafonable; fhe 
fratched it up with eagernefs, haftily broke it 

n, kifled it, and began to read, This valua- 
ble manufcript was rather of the longeft 5 it fet 
ut with a great deal of ingenious ridicule at the 
expence of the fond couple on the point of mar= 
tiage ; then digreffed into an animated defcrip- 
tion of the more refined enjoyments of female 
fiendfhip, and concluded as follows: 

“After all I have been faying, how fhalll 
gait credit with Meliffa, and what will the think 
ofher friend, when I tell her, that I have at laft 
met with one of the male fex, who js not abfo= 
lately difagreeable ! perhaps I might even add, 
that Count Rahcevalis fo amiable a man, that 
were 1 poffe fied of Meliffa’s charms—but whither 
am Irunning ? He is rich, generous, and of no- 
ble rank.—#And what are thefe but feathers, you 


vill fay 2—Truc, yet fuch feathers have . 
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weight in the world’s fcale.-—Wel] but Meliffg 
is above the world.—No matter; {tillit isa gall- 
ing thing to yield precedence to a chit like Marias 
What, tho’ nature has endowed you with pre= 
eminence of talents, tho’ your foul moves in 
fuperior fphere to her’s, ftill you know refpedy 
will follow rank ; but Countefs Ranceval would) 
fet all torights,and keep your natural fuperiori« 
ty unqueftioned—Sonow the mifchief’s eut; you 
have my heart upon my paper. 
“Yoo will wonder what fhould bring a noble” 
ftranger into fo obfcure a corner of the world ag 
ours: Health, my dear, is the Count’s pretence; 
He may give Meiifla probably 2 better reafon, bug 
this is the ofienfible one ; and certainly he is ofa 
flim and delicate habit 5 he feems to be al! foul 
and fentiment; nothing earthy or corporeal about 
him: Acompleat mafter of the Englilh language, 
and well verfed in our Englifh authors, particu 
Jarly the dramatic ones, of whofe works he ig, 
paflionately fond. Ifour Dorfetfhire downs and 
gentle exercife reftore his health, he is foon te 
Feave us, unlefs Melifla’s company fhould detaig 
him, for his father, the old Count,-writes prefling 
letters for him to return to Strafbourg, of whicht 
city he isa native, and of the firft family in it, 
He lodges in our houfe with my uacile with one 
valet-de-chambre only, having left his fervants 
in town, as ourfamily could not receive his fuite. 
‘¢ He is impatient to be known to you, andl 
fuppofe you think I have faid a! the fine things 
in the world to make him fo; not-l, believe mez 
on the contrary I have not fpared for abufe, 
whenever you was talked of, for | have Jet him 
fully into your chara¢ter; I have fairly warned! 
him whathe is to look for, if he prefumes to 
make love to you ; for that yuu are the moft in- 
exorabie, exceptious, determined fpinfters in Eng- 
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MELISS As or 
jand. Nowas] know you love a little contra= 
dition at your heart, you have a fair opportuni- 
ty to come hither without delay and difprove all 


'Jhave been faying of you: But if you had ra— 


ther be the bridemaid to Lady L. than the bride 
Count Ranceval, ftay where you are, and en- 


Bt joy the elegant paftime of throwing the ftocking 


wd drawing plumb-cake through the wedding= 


Farewell, Your’s ever, 
PARTHENISSA.” 


Hf the gentle fpirits of Melifla were f{' mewhat 
flattered by what had pafied before fhe took up 
this letter from her friend, they were confidera= 
bly more fo, when flie leid it down. After pon= 
dering for a time in deep meditation on its con— 
tents, fhe ftarted up, took feveral turns in her 
thamber, fate down again, then adjufted her 
wefs, then ranto the glafs, looked at herfelf, 
pat her cap in order, and at laft raug the bell 
ith great violence for her fervant; her firft 
folution bad been to order her chaife inftantly 
No be made ready ard return home; thefe were 
the natural dictates of friend{hip; but upon her 
woman’s entering the room a fecond thought, 
fruck her and alarmed her delicacy, left Par~ 
thenifla fhould:impute her immediate compli- 
ance to any other, than the pure motives of af-— 
feétion and good-nature: This theught exeeed— 
inghy embarrafled her ; however after feveral 
tomtradiftory refolutions; fhe finally direéted 
her fervant to order the equipage and put things 
in train for her departure without delay. 
'The buftle, which this fudden order of Me- 
lifla oceafioned in the family, foon brought Ma- 
tia into her chamber, whe with much anxiety 
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fo MELISSA, 

enquired into the caufe of her hafty departures 

Melifla having again fallen into a profound ree 

veric, gave no anfwer to this enquiry ; upog 

which Maria repeated it, adding that fhe hoped 

her mother was we)], and that the letter brought 

no bad news from home.—“ My mother is well 

and the letter brings no bad news from home,” 

anfwered Melifla.—* Then I hope, fifter, fays 

Maria, nothing has happened here to give you 

any offence.’’—Mclifla looked her fteadily in the 

face, and after fome time relaxed her featurég 

into that fort of fmile, which confcious fuperio- 

rity fometimes deigns to beftows upon importu- 

nate infignificance. Maria, in whofe compofition 

the inflammable particles did not predominate, 
anfwered this {mile of infult no otherwife than 

by a bluth of fenfibility, and with a faultering 

voice faid—“ If it is 1, who am in the fault, fi 

ter, Lam heartily forry for it, and intreat you to 

believe that nothing can be further from my in- 

tentions, than to give you juft caufe of offence’ 
at any time.”—“ Lord, child,” replied Meliffa 

with infinite compofure, “how vanity has turned 

thy poor head upfide down : I dare fay you think 
it mighty pretty to praétife the airs of a great’ 
lady and to be gracious to your inferiors ; but 

have the goudnefs to ftay till I am your interior; 
perhaps that may never be the cafe ;—but I fhall 

fay no more upon the fubject; it is not your 

childifh triumph in difplayinga parcel of baubles, 

that can move me; no—you might recollect me~ 
thinks that thofe diamonds had been mine, ifl 

would have taken them with the incumbrance 

appertaining to them but I lewk higher, be 

aflured, fo | with your lady fhip a good morning, 
for I fee my chaife is waiting.” Having thus 

faid, the accomplifhed Meliffa, without ftaying 
for an anfwer, flounced out of the reom, took s 
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hatty leave of her aunt below fairs, and, throwe 
ing herfelf into her chaife, drove ftom the door 
without farther ceremony. 
The amiable Meliffa having performed the 
dutics of a fitter in the manner above related, 
eagerly flew to enjoy the delights of a friend, and 
upon her return home immediately betook her~ 
felfto her beloved Parthenifla. It fo happened 
that fhe found that young lady fre a téte with 
Count Ranceval ; Meliila upon difcovering a 
franger with her friend, ftarted back, blufhed 
aad haftily exclaimed— ‘ Blefs me Partheniffa, 
[thought you had been alone.’”’ She was now 
retiring, when Parthenifla by gentle compulfion 
obliged her to return: The converfation fooa 
ew iuterefting, in the courfe of which many 
i things were faid by the Count, of which 
nothing was oiiginal but the application, for 
they were moftly to be found in the prompter’s 
library. Whilft Melifla was amufing her friend 
with an account of what had paffed at her aunt’s, 
the Count fate for fome time filent with hiseyes 
fixt upon her, and drawing up a deep figh, that 
femed to throw a delicate frame inte great con= 
valfion, exclaimed—** My Ged !"’—WUpon this 
explofion of the foul, Melifla, tho’ in the midf 
of a narrative, in which ‘fhe had not neglected 
doing juftice to her own fweetnefs of temper and 
fiterly affection, ftopt fhort, and cafting a look 
ofinfinite fenfibility on the fighing Count, eager- 
ly alked if he was well.—The Count inftead of 
anfwering her queftion, turned himfelf to Par- 
theniffa, and in the mott moving tone of voic 
“ faid You told me fhe was fair— 


“ True the is fair; oh ! how divinely fair ! 

“ But ftill the lovely maid improves her charmg 
“ With inward greatnefs, unaifected wiflom, 

“ And fanctity of manners. 








$2 MELISSA. 
Here Care’s foul ftood in his way, and ftopt the 
farther progrefs of his fpeech. 

W hilit this was pafling, his valet entered the 
room and delivered a pacquet into his hands, 
bowing very devoutly and faying—“* My Lorg 
Count a courier is arrived from Strafbourg, wh 
brings you letters from his excellency your fa 
ther.’°—The Count fnatcht them from his hand 
with extacy, and ordered a liberal reward to the 
courier onthe fpot. Melilla now rofe from her 
feat and would have retired, but he implored her 
to ftay, if it were only to gratify her benevolence 
ijn an occalion of felicitating him fhould he be fo 
happy as to find his honoured parent in good 
health. He now opened the letter, throwin 
the envelope carelefsly on the table; Parthenifi 
took it up, and examining the feal, bade Meliffa 
take notice of the coat of arms, which indeed 
was moft fplendidly engraven with trophies, 
mantie, and every proper badge of high ne- 
bility ; whilft Count Ranceval was reading, he 
threw afide fome inclofed papers, one of which 
fell upon the floor; Partheniila ftooped and took 
it up; the Count, whofe attention had been draws 
off by the letter he was perufing, was exceed- 
ingly fhocked in point of politenefs, when that 
young lady prefented it to him, and with many 
apologies for his inattention begged fhe would 
accept the paper fhe had the trouble of taking 
up, declaring in the moft peremptory manner that 
he could never forgive himfelf upon any other 
terms: Parthenifla opened the paper, and looking 
at it, exclaimed—‘* Heavens! Count Ranceval 
what do you mean ? It is a bill rora thoufand 
pounds.”’ ‘¢ [ am forry for it, Madam,” faid 
the generous Count, “ I wifh it had been one of 
the others, to have been more worthy your ac- 
ceptance 5 but I hope you will make ao difficul- 
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MELISSA. 19 
receiving fuch a trifle at my hands; there is 
put one good thing in the world, which [ abound 
jn, and that is the only one you have not; therc- 
fore! muft infift upon your accepting what | can 
Jocalily fpare, and can never more worthily em- 

oy. "—The Count now rofe from his feat, and 
mthe moft graceful manner imaginable foreed 
the paper into Parthenifla’s hands, holding them 
both faft clofed within his own: A ftruggle now 
enfued between the zencrolity of one party and 
the modefty of the other, which was fo obftinat— 
ly maintained on each fide, that it was impofli- 
ble to forefee which would prevail, when the 
Gount recollecting himfelf on the fudden, ftruck 
ipon a new expedient for overcoming this amia— 

¢ young lady’s deliracy, by delivering the pa- 
ferto Melitla, aud befeeching her to ftand his ad- 
focate on the occalion—“ From you, divine Me= 
liffa,’? fays the generous forcigner, ** the will 
fot refufe this trifle in difpute between us To 
whom fhould I refer my caufe, but to that an- 
gelic being, to whom I have furrendered my 
Mart, and at whofe feet I dedicate my life, for- 
tne, happinefs and all things valuabie in this 
world, with a devotion that no fuppliant ever felt 
before ?”"—As he was uttering thefe words, he 
threw himfelf on his knees, fnatcht the hand of 
Meliffa, prefied it eagerly to his lips, and fmoe- 
thered it- with ardent kifles 5 then applying his 
Mandkerchicf to his eyes, dropped h:s head upon 
Melifla’s knee, and in a trembling voice cried 
out—** Speak, lovlicit of thy fex, pronounce my 
fate, determine me for life or death ; for, by the 
power that made me, I wil! not furvive the fen- 
tenee of defpair.”’ © Oh generous youth! oh 
foble Count !”’ replied the amiable Meliffa, 
“you confound me ; you diitrefs me: What 

Ne. VI. b 
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muf I reply ?*’—* Blefs me with hope; encou~ 
rage me to live; or Jet me fall at once,” faid 
the enamoured youth.—Mceiifla paufed ; the tears 
ftarted in ier eyes; her heart was foftened, and 
her tongue refufed to utter the fatal fentence of 
death ; the was filent.—In this awful moment 
of fufpenfe, the lovely Partheniffa, whofe gentle 
heart overtio wed with gratitude toher benefactor, 
dropt on her knee alfo, and clafping Meliffaround 
the w aift, with tears befeech ed her for the love 
of Heaven to fave a noble youth who doted on 
her to difttraction—* Think of his virtues, think 
of his affection,” faid the beauteous pleader ; 
* Can that foft heart, fe full of pity, fuffer him 
to die? Does not fuch generofity deferve to live? 
Am I not bound to fpeak in his behalf? Where 
can Meliffa find a man fo worthy of her choice? 
Shall the infipid Maria ftart into nobility, and 
move ina fuperior fphere, whilft her accomplifh- 
ed fifter lives in humbled folitude beneath her? 
No, no, the world demands Melifla.—Shall Ma- 
ia glitter in the circles ef the great, fhall fhe 
blaze withdiamonds, whilft my lovely friend 
But why do I talk this language to Me lit, 
whofe foul looks down upon thefe vanities with 
jul contempt? Th ere are nobler motives, there 
are worthicr reafons, that plead the caufe of love 
on this occafion. Rife, Connt Ranceval, this 
moment rife, reccive a blefling to your arms, 
embrace your happinefs; fhe yields! fhe’s your's! 
I fee that fhe confents.”’? Obedient to the word, 
the enraptured lover rofe, and throwing his arms 
round the unrelifting fair one, clafped her to bis 
heart, and whilf he held her thus in clofe em- 
xclaimed, ¢ Oh paradife of fweets! Oh 
ifs! Ob heavenly charming maid! and 
in Sve: 4 to m¢, lovely creature! 
‘“ For ever! anfwered the 
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MELISSA. 15 
blufhing Meliffa, and dropt her head upon his 
neck. ‘** Hearit, earth, fea and heaven? Hear 
jt, fun, moon and itars!”’ cried the enraptured 
lover, 


“Hear it ye days and nights, and 4]] ye hours; 
yr fiy away with down upon your feet, 
Sif your rbufinefs were tocount my pafli cn— 
1 ll love thee all the day, and every day, 
And every day fhali be but as the firft, 
So eager am [ ftili to love thee more.” 


This rhapfody was feconded by another em-+ 
brace more ardent than the former: Parthenifla 
then took her turn, and faluting her friend, cri- 
ed « yut—** Joy to you, my deareft Countefs; all 
joy — you beth.”— Now,” fays a 
Rance, « ps * shine Meliffa has a right 
Dery thi et fh, and hee fiend wiltab ten 


ger oppofe ao te nder of that trifling fum; it is 
an carneft, that feals onr engagement; the form, 

that isto follow, cannot make us one more firm- 
ly, than honour now unites us; and confidering 
You now already as the daughter-in-law of this 
noble father, I muft beg leave to fhew you what 
his letter further contains.’’—He then produced 
bilis of exchange, which the old Count had re- 
mitted for very confiderable fums.—“ The pur- 
pofe of this remittance,”’ fays he, ‘* is to pur- 
chafe a fet of jewels in addition to the family 
flock of a newer fafhion, with a recommenda- 
tion to beftow them upon fome Englifh woman, 
if | fhould be happy cnough to engage theatfec- 
tion of fuch an one in this cingdom, and behold 
how the defcription of my father’s with tallies 
With the adoreable perfon, who has now honor- 
ed me with her hand !”—He then read the fol- 
lowing paragraph trom his tather’s letter, tran- 
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flating it ashe went on—If you fonld chufe a wit, 
in England (which I know is your wifh to do) I charge 
you to be as attentive to the charms of her mind, asta 
thofe of her perfon: Let her temper be fweet, her mannet; 
elegant, her nature medef? and her wit brilliant, but met 
fatyrical s above all thirgs chufe no woman who has mt 
a fenfibility of foul, in whick the delicacy of the fex cine 
fijise Uf you are fortunate enough to match with fuck an 
one, bring your [poufe to Straftcurg, and I wt // jointure 
her in my rich barony of Lavajques 3 in the mean time 
I remit you the inclojed biils for frve thoufand pounds fre 
ling, to ley out ia fuch jeu e/s and bijcuterie, as befits 
your rank and forture to beflow upon the lady of you 
heart in a country where thofe shings are in perfcdio, 
4: for the lacty’s fortune, I moke ne fipulations om that 
fccre: bus ii is ar indi/penfable CORGILIOM, that fre hea 
woman well born, thoroughly accomplifhed, and above all 
of the Protefant communion, according to the religitus 
principle, ef eur motle houfe, When the Count bad 
read this raagraph, turning to Melifla, he faid 
—‘¢ Behold the full completion of my father’s 
model in this lovely perfon !”° 

The union of this happy couple being thus de- 
cided upon, no time was td be loft in carryingt 
into effect, for thc Count was haftening home- 
ward and Mel'*a had no ob ection to be before- 
hand with ber fi‘ter: Of her mother there was no 
donbt to be had, ov, if there was, her fortune 
was ‘n her own power, and fhe of full age to 
chufe forherfelf. Secrecy however was reiolved 
uper for \arious teafons and the foy of poate 
Mcia was net arsorgt the leaf. The uncle 
Far: ieniia, v ho » cs an attorney, was inftructed 
tom-ke a fl.ort decd, re‘crring it to the old 
Coun: ai S’rail ovrg to compleat Melifia’s fettie- 
ment, when fice arrived at thet city 5 this wore 
thy gentieman was eccording'y let into the fe- 
¢ret, aud at the fame time undertook to get the 
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licence and to prepare the parfon of Melifla’s pa- 
tifh for the ceremony. The adjufting fo many 
particulars drew the bufinefs into fuch length, 
that the evenil 1g was now far fpent, and as Me- 
liffa wee in the habit of fharing r occafionally the 
bed of her bel loved frie end, fhe difpatched a me 
fenger to her mother, fignifyi ing tha the thould 
fleep at Parthenifla’s that night. 

When this matter was fettled, Parthenifla 
quitted the room te ore her orders for fupper, 
and the happy lovers were left te themfelves for 
no inconfiderable time. The ecnamoured Count 
lot not a moment of this precious interval, and 
with the help of Dryden, Otway, and Rowe kept 
up his rhapfodies with great fpirit : Now it was 
tha ,» which Meliffa had fo long — at 


that 4 
took full revenge, at id, like a griping 


leve 


- 
diftance, 


creditor, exacted his arrears with ample inte ef 
from his vanquifhed debtor. When Parthenifla 


returned fhe ftrove to make ber prefence as lit- 
tle interruption as poflible to thof> tender en- 
earments, by rallying Me!‘ifla on her prudery, 
and frequently reminding her, that contracted 
lovers were in effect man and wife ; in fhort, no- 
thing could be more conlix lerate and accommo- 
dating than this amiable friend. 

An elegant but fmall repalt was now ferved, 
t which nu domeftic was admitted; the Connt 


Was in tac happiett flow of fpirits ; Meliffa’s 


in 


heart could not refift the feftivity of t} i¢ moment, 
and all was love and gaiety, till night was fas 
fpent and the hour reminded them of feparating, 
Partheniffa again retired to prepare her chamber, 
and Meliila was again lefi withherlover. How 
itcame to pafs that Partheniila omitted fo ne= 
cefing iy a po yint of ceremony, as that of informi ing 

Meili when her chamber was ready, .I cz anct 


Ba 
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pretend te account, but fo it was, and that young 
lady, withanegliigence, whichfriendihip is fomee 
times apt to contrat, retired to her repofe, and 
never thoueht more of poor Meliffa, who was 
lef: in a fituation very new to her, to fay no wore 
of it, but who had fweetnefs of iemper neverthes 
lefs to let her tricnJd otf with a very gentle ree 
proof, when after a !ong time paft in expectation 
ofthe: coming, fhe was ai length obliged to fnb- 
mit to the impropriety of fuffering Count Rane 
ceval to conduct her to her bed-chamber door, 

The next day produced the licence, and Me 
lifa was, or appeared to be, asimpaticnt to con. 
clude the ceremony as Count Ranceval himfelf, 
This is to be imputed to the timid feofibi ity of 
her nature, which rather wifhed to precipitate 
an awful act, than toremain in terror and fuf- 
pence. Awful as it was to Melitia, it was au- 
fpicious to the happy Count, for it put him in pof- 
feflion of his amtable bride. The mother was 
let into the fecret and with joy confented to give 
Melidla away and receive Counrefs Kanceval ia 
return. The matter pafied in fecret as to the 
neishbourhood, and Parthenifla’s uncle, to ac- 
comimodaie the parties, fate up all aight to com- 
p cat the deed, which gave the Couat pofieflion 
of the lady’: s tertune, and referred her tor a fet- 
tlement to be made at Strafbourg im the barony 
ot Lavafjues. 

A very happy company were now affembled 
at dinner, confiiting of the bride and bridegroum, 
Parihenifia, her uncle and the old lady, whena 
coach ~ iix drove to the door, a and as if fortune 
had determined to compleat the domettie felicity 
nf this famil ly in the fame moment, Maria, who 
was now Lady L » followed by her aunt and 
his Lo djbip ran into the room, and falling on 
her knee, afked a bleffing of her mother, whilt 
Lord L prefented him/felf as hex fon-in-law, 
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paving driven from the church door fo ker houfe 
vay his duty on th s occation, meaning to ree 
wrn direct!y, for which purpofe the equipage 
wes ordered to wait. 

W bilft Maria approached to embrace Meliffa, 
and to prefent to her a very fine bridal favour, 
embroidered with pearls, Count Ranecval whif- 
percd his lovely bride, that he muft haflily ree 
tire, being fuddenly feized with a violert actack 
ofthe tooth-ach ; being a perfect man of Falhicn 
he contrived to retire without dilturbing the 
company, and putting up his handkerchief to his 
face to prevent the cold air affecting the part in 
min, ran up to his lady’s bed-chamber, whilft 
Partheniila and her uncle very contiderately re= 
tired from a family party, in which they were 
no longer interefted. 

Melia received the bridal favour from Maria 
with a condefcending inclination of her body, 
without rifing from her feat—** You muft pere 
mit me, fifter, to transfer your prefent to the no= 
ble perfonage, who has jeft left the room; for 
having now the honor and happinefs to fhare the 
name andtitle of Count Kanceval,I have no 
longer any feparate property 5 neither can] with 
any becoming decorum as Coumtefs Ranceval 
and a bride myfelf, wear the pretty bauble you 
have given me, and which | can aliure youl will 
return with intereft, as fuon as | gote London im 
my way to Stratbourg, where the Count’s im=- 
menfe pofletfions principally lie.”’ 

“ Good heavens |” exclaimed Maria, “ how 
delighted am I to hear you have marrted a man 
of fuch rani and fortune! What a blefling £0 my 
mother, to me, to my jord!”"—So faying, fhe 
threw her arms round her neck and embraced 
her, the next embraced her mother, and tornmg 
to Lord L » faid “my Lord, you will con- 
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ed Lord L—, ‘ 
to the happine(s of this huufe 
congratulation for 
Count hancev: is; L fhall be | oud to pay my 
compliments him, and by the glimpfe I had 
of his perfon [ thi I £ 
ing him bers 
Melitia, ‘ti 
don, ’—** | 
Jam impatiet 
ho vhe will foo } \y : 4 ie fk " 
“ but he is fuddenty feized with ; readtal 
tooth-ach, and ¢ irs i 
‘¢ Alas, poor Count,” 
ahorrid asony, an 
myfeif, but I have 
which is very fafe, 
permit me, dear fitter, 
and relicve the Count fiom 
So faying, he follows 
was accompanied by the 
their entering the cha) 
made a flight bow to th 
put up his handkerchief to his rac 
Lord L—— appreached him, he faid 
lieve I can foon cure this gente: 
upon, fnatching the handker 
with one kick, pretty 
the feat of difhonor, 
ferawling on the 
confent gave a fhrick, 
family to the do r, M 
t! ~ 
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| lok of horror, exclaimed—‘ What do I hear ? 


Count Ranceval a footman! What then am 1?” 
iB By this time the Count had recollected himfelf 
fuficiently to make reply—-‘* My lawful wife; 
ad as fuch I demand vou: Let me fee who 
will venture to oppofe it.”’°-—This menace would 
have been followed with a fecond chaftifement 
from my lord,had not Mariainterpofed, and taking 
ter fitter tenderly by the hand, with a look of pity 
and benevolence, afked her if the was actually 
married. —** Ir recover: ably, ” faid Melifla, and 
burt intotears, ** Yes, yes "9s refumed the im= 
poftor, “© I believe all thin as pretty fafe in that 
marter: I have not taken my meafures by 
balves.”” “€ Rafcal! villain ?”’? exclaimed my 
ord, and was again with difficnity held back by 
bis lady from Jaying hands on him. “ Have 
patience, I conjure you,” faid Maria, “ if it be 
fo, it is paft redemption : leave me with my fif- 
ter, take my poor mother out of the room, and 
ifthis gentleman will give me leave to converfe 








$ fe w minutes with my fifter’”—** Gentleman!’ 
faid Lord I , and immediately taking him 
by the collar, dragged him out of the chamber, 


followed by the mother and the aunt. A fcene 
now enfued between the fiflers, in which as I 
feel my pen unalle to render juftice to the di=- 
vine benevolence of Maria, I will charitably 
drop the curtain over the fall of pride. There 
was no necd for any negociation with the Count, 
forhe and his accomplice Parthenifia, with the 
law y r her uncle, fet off for London with their 
credentials to take pofleti ion of Meliffa’s fortune 
inthe funds which the lawyer had but teo cffece 
tually fecured, having in a pretended counter= 
part of the deed he read to Melifia and her mo- 
ther, inferted the real name of the impoitor. 
Mcliffa has as yet no further trouble from her 
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hofbend; and lives in retirement ina fall houfe fi a= 
be! ny to I 
« 


L.-—— under his protection: 
¢ experie! ily inftances of the bounty of 
Mar: a, and here, if envy (which yet ranklesat 
her ld p ection might 
matt | hme 
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firength for which he long wifhed, he {aid to his 


“father, Ceafe from your labeurs :? and from that Cr 
time each rifing fun has feeahim till the ground, Ta 
fow, plant, andreap the harveft. He has culti- 

vated more than two thoufandacres of frefh land, a 


He has planted the vine in all the country round ; 
about ; and to him you owe thofe fruitetrees 4 


that nourifli your village, and afford you fhel- J, 
ter from the fun. It was not avarice that made . 
him unwearied in his Jabours. No: it was the « 
Jove of inJuftry, for which he was wont to fay ta 
man was born ; and the great and facred belief §'-. 

. -d ; 7 Sa , of | 
that God regarded him when culiivating his oe 
Jands for the nourifhment of his children.—— : 


‘¢ He married, and had twenty-five children, 
He formed them all to labour and to virtue, and 9}. 


they have all maintained an unblemished cha- § 1? 
racter. He has taken care to marry them pro- ,. 
perly; and led them, with a fmiling afpect, to § ,, 
the altar. All his grand-children have been ss | 
brought up in his houfe ; and you know whata . 


pure unalterable joy dwel!s upon their counte- § |, 
nances. All thefe brethren love one another, §,| 
becaufe he Joved them, and made them fee 
what pleafure he found in loving them. On ; 
days of rejoicing, he was the firit to found the § P'* 
rural inftruaments ; and his leoks, his voice, his § P* 
getture, you knew, were the lipnals for univer- 





fal mirth. You cannot but remember his gaiety, § ¥? 
the lively effect of a peaceful mind; and his bo: 
fpeeches full of fenfé and wit—for he had the Ie 
gift of exercifing an ingenicus raillery without 7 


giving offence.” | 
. . * “ub 

“ Be cherifhed order, from an internal fenfe J P° 
he had of virtue. W hora has he ever refufed to 


ferve? Whendid he fhew himfelf unconcerned +o, 
at public or private mis‘ortunes ? When washe a 





indifferent in his country’s caufe ? His heart was 
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devoted to it ; in his converfation he conftantly 
wifhed four its Dp rofperity. 

© When are hed bent his body, and his legs 
tremb'ed under him, vou have feen him mount 
tothe fummit ofa hill, and sive letfons of ex- 
perience tothe younghu/sandmen. His memo- 
yy was the faithful! depofitory of obfervations, 
made during the courfe of fourfcore fuccefive 
years, on the changes of the feveral feafons. 
Such a tree, planted by his hand in fucha year, 
recailed to his memory the favour or the wrath 
ofheaven. BHehad by heart what otker men for- 
ret-—the fruitful harvefts, the deaths and legacies 
to the poor. He feemed to be endowed witha 
proph tic fpirit ; and, when he meditated by the 
‘the moon, he knew with what feeds toen- 
ich his zarden.”” 

e id vening before his death, he faid, “ My 
“ child:en, Lam drawing nich to that Berve 
“ who is the Author of all geod, whom I have 
“ always adored, anc in whom I tru. To 
& mo) row rune your pear-trees 5 and at the fet- 
“ ting of the fun, bury me at the head of my 
“ crounds:”? You are now children, going to 
place him there, and ought to imitate his exam= 
ple. But, before you inter thofe white hairs, 
which have fu long attracted refpect, behold 
with reverence his hardened hands! Behold the 
honorable marks whey jong labours !”’ 

The orator then held up one ofhis cold hands. 
It had ac die cate ce the ufual fize by continu- 
al labeur, and fecmed to be invulnerable to the 
point of the briar, or the edges of the flint. He 
then refpectfully kifled the hand, and all the 
company foliowed his example. His children 
bore him to the grave on three {heaves of corn, 
and buvied him as be had delired 3 placing on his 
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grave his hedging-bill, his fpade, and a ploug 
fhare. 

Ah! I cried—if thofe men célebrated by Bof. 
fuet, Fletchier, Mafcaron, and Neuville, hag 
the hundredth part of the virtue of this villager, 
{ would pardon them their pompous and futils 
eloquence. 


Ifoope . 

















QYDEro FEAR. 


HOU, to whom the world unksowse 
With all its fhadowy fhapes is fhown ; 
Who feeft appal’d th’ unreal fcene, 

While Fancy lifts the veil between : 

Ah Fear! ah frantic Fear! 

I fee, I fee thee near. 

I know thy hurried ftep, thy haggard eye! 
Like thee I ftart, like thee diferder’d fly, 
For lo what monfters in thy train appear ! 
Danger, whofe limbs of giant mold 

What mortal eye can fix’d behold ? 

Who ftalks his round, an hideous fora, 
Howling amidft the midnight ftorm, 

Or throws him on the ridyy fteep 

Of fome loofe hanging rock to fleep: 


And with him thoufand phantoms join’d, 


Who prompt to deeds accurg’d the mind: 
And thofe, the fiends, who near allied, 

Mer Nature’s wounds, and wrecks prefide 5 
While Vengeance, in the lurid air, 

Lifts her red arm, expos’d and bare : 
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On whom that ravening Brood of fate, 
W ho lap the blood of Sorrow, wait: 
Who, Fear, this ghaftly train can fee, 
And look not madly wiid, like thee ? 


EPODE, 


In earlieft Greece to thee, with partial choice, 
The grief-fall Mufe addreit her infant tongue; 

The maids and mairons, on her awful voice, 
Silent and pale in wild amazement hung. 


Yet he, the Bard * who firft invok’d thy name, 
Difdain’d in Marathon its power to feel: 
For not alone he nurs’d the poet’s flame, 
But reach’d from Virtue’s hand the patriot’s 
fteel. 


But who is he whom later garlands grace. 
W ho left a-while o’er Hybla’s dews to rove, 
With trembling eyes thy dreary fieps to trace, 
W here thou and Furies fhar’d the baleful grove) 


Wrapt in thy cloudy veil th’ inceftuous Queen} 
Sigh’d the fad cail her fon and hufband hear’d, 

When once alone it broke the filent fcene, 
Andhe the wreich of Ticbesno more appear’d, 


O Fear, I know thee by my throbbing heart, 
Thy withering power infpir’d cach mournful 
line, 
Tho’ gentle Pity claim her mingled part, 
Yetall the thunders of the fcene are thine! 


ANTISTROPHE. 


Thou who fuch weary lengths has paft, 
Where wilt thou refit, mad Nymph, at laft ? 


& Afchylus. + Jecafta. 
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Say wilt thou fhroud in haunted cell, 
Where gloomy Rape and Marder dwell ? 
Or in fome hollow’d feat, 

Gaintt which the big waves beat, 


o 


Hear drowning feamencries in tempefts brought ! 
Dark power, with ihuddering meek fubmitted 


thought, 

Be mine to rcad the vifions old, 
Which thy awakening bard’s have told: 
And, left chou mect my blatted view, 
He'd each ftrange tale devoutly true 5 
Ne’er be I found, by thee o’er aw'd, 
In that thrice-hallow’d eve abroad, 
When ghotts, as cottage-maids believe, 
Their pebbled beds permitted leave, 
And Goblins haunt trom fire, or fen, 
Or mine, or flood, the walks of men! 

O thou whofe ipirit moit pofleft 
The facred feat of Shakefpear’s breaft ! 
By all that from thy prophet broke 
In thy divine emotions fpoke: 
Hither again thy fury deal, 
Teach me but once like him to feel : 
His cyprefs wreath my meed decree, 


And J, O Fear, will dwel! with thee! 


- 
Loins. 




































OLD SHEPHERD’s DOG. 


++ 


| HE Old Shepherd’s deg, like his mafter was 
grey ; 
His teeth all departed, and feeble his tongue: 
Vet where’er Corin went he was follow’d by 
Tray 3 
Thus happy through life they both hobbled 


along. 


When fatigu’d, on the grafs the fhepherd would 
lie 
Fora nap i in the fun ;—’midft his fumbers fo 
{weet 
His faithful companion crawl'd conftantly nigh, 
Plac’d his head on his Jap, or lay down at his 
fect. 


When Winter was heard on the hill and the plain, 
And torrents defcended, and cold was the wind ; 
If Corin went forth ° mid the torrents and rai a, 
Tray fco-n’d to be left in the kitchen behind. 





An 
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At length in the ftraw poor Tray made his laft 
bed 

for vain agaiait Death is the ftouteft endeavour) 

To lick Corin’s hand he rear’d up his weak head, 

Then fell back, clos’d his eyes—and, ah! cles’d 


them for ever! 


Not long after Tray did the Shepherd remain, 
Who oft o’er his grave with true forrow would 
bend ; 
4nd, when dying, thus feebly was heard the poor 
iwain— 
QO bury me, neighbours, befide my old friend!” 


Dr, Walsstie 








